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UPFRONT 


PELHAM CITIZEN(S) OF THE YEAR: Gary and Rosemary Chambers 


History just one of the ties that bind this couple 


'Jcw&iat r?We 

724 CANBORO ROAD 
1892-4701 
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LOCALNEWS 


■ TAIL OF TWO CITIES: Reunited with owner after four years apart 

The cat really did come back 




cat looked like it had Rosie's fur 
ing posture. 

"It’s hard to explain. I knew i 


□ COURTS 


Man ordered to stand trial for 
murder of his estranged wife 




Niagara Peninsula Energy Inc. CEO & President Brian Wilkie, Chief Conservation 
Officer Sue Forcier & Mayor Jim Diodati unveiled the wrapped Niagara Transit Bus 
as it is rolling out the word on how customers can do and save more with Niagara 
Peninsula Energy’s saveONenergy programs. 

“We are looking to get our customers engaged, so they can be important 
participants in creating a culture of conservation - do more, save moref says 
CEO & President Brian Wilkie. 




The green wrapped bus showcases local businesses that participated in the various 
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WnpiS COMMENT 


SUN MEDIA 

AQuebecor Media Cc 


Tel: 905-732-2414ext246 Fax: 905-732-3660 


John Tobon, publisher, print & digf 


Maybe we just don’t get science 




Shipwrecks - Dalla 
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■ LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 


Zimmerman honoured by Greenbelt Fund 


QMI Agency Niagara 

Longtime Niagara politician Deb- 

time achievement award from the 
Greenbelt Fund 

She was presented the award Tues¬ 
day night at the Greenbelt Local Food 
Reception at the Queen's Landing in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake. 

The Greenbelt Fund said in a 
release the chief executive officer of 
the Grape Growers of Ontario is being 
recognized for her “36 years of public 
service and for her significant contri¬ 
butions to the grape and wine indus¬ 
try, and to Ontario as awhole.” 

“It has been a privilege to repre¬ 
sent the Town of Grimsby and the 
Region of Niagara over my time in 
office. Local governments playacriti- 


cal role in shaping communities and 
the people they serve," Zimmerman 
said in the release. 

"I am honoured the Greenbelt 
Fund recognizes our role as munic¬ 
ipal partners, and I appreciate this 
recognition today." 

Zimmerman began her politi¬ 
cal career in 1978 as an alderman on 
Grimsby council. In 1989, she was 
named to fill Grimsby's vacant seat 
on regional council, a position she 
held for 25 years before deciding not 
to seekre-election in last fall's munic¬ 
ipal election. 

While on regional council, she 
served two terms as Niagara Region 
chair, fiom 1997 to 2003. 

She has served on the boards of 
the Niagara Escarpment Commission 
and the Niagara Peninsula Conser¬ 


vation Authority, which, the release 
says, "has given her a voice in advo¬ 
cating for a successful greenbelt, and 
increasing the economic success of 
the Niagara grape and wine industry. 

In 2002, she co-founded the Agri¬ 
culture Task Force, a group com¬ 
posed of Niagara's major agricul¬ 
tural groups. The task force helped to 
deliver one voice for the sector when 
advocating for the interests of the 
agriculture sector. 

Established in 2010, the Green¬ 
belt Fund is a non-profit agency sup¬ 
ported by public and private sources 
whose aim is to support farmers in 
Ontario by increasing the amount of 
local food consumed in the province 
through “strategic investments, effec¬ 
tive education, innovative policy, and 
valuable networking initiatives.” 



EXPENSE 

mmm 


of life witho 

GLASSES OR 
CO 



Are You Concerned about 
Your Heart Health? 

There are Excellent Natural Remedies Available 


D r. Linus Pauling, 
two-time Nobel 
Prize winner, showed 
that large amounts of 
vitamin C and lysine 
are needed to prevent 
coronary attacks. 25 
years ago Pauling 
reported that animals 
make vitamin C and 
humans do not. 

Dr. William Stehbens, 
at Wellington University in New 
Zealand, proved Pauling was 
right. Stehbens’ research showed 
that coronary arteries closest to 
the heart are under the greatest 
pressure. This causes collagen to 
fracture resulting in the formation 
of a blood clots. 

Vitamin C is required to make 
collagen, the glue that holds 
coronary cells together, just like 
mortar is needed for bricks. Lysine, 
like steel rods in cement, makes 
collagen stronger. 

Dr. Sydney Bush, has since 
proven that vitamin C can reverse 
atherosclerosis. Dr. Bush took 
retinal photographs, then started 
his patients on high doses of 
vitamin C and lysine. A year later, 


scans showed the 

had regressed in 
the retinal arteries. 
This also occurs in 
coronary arteries. 
My own story is 
well documented... 
almost twenty years 
ago, after my heart 
attack, I researched 
it, and then I started 
taking high doses of vitamin C, 
plus lysine. I am 92 years old now 
and still going stronger than ever. 
For several years I have been 
trying to find a company that 
could formulate this heart healthy 
combination of vitamin C and 
lysine. It’s called Medi-C Plus 
and it is available at Rosemary’s 
Natural Choices. Dr.W.Gifford-Jones 

Special Bonus 

Get a FREE bottle of Preferred 
Nutrition CoQlO 100 mg 60 caps 
with each Medi-C Plus. 

Hurry in... Quantities are limited 
Medi-C Plus 300 g + CoQlO 60 caps 

Sale... $ 23.99 

Sale ends March 4 m 



w Joe ? Joe Horvat is a trusted natural health 
is been helping to keep Wellanders healthy for 
7 years. Joe knows all about natural health options. He 
"ied Nutritional Consultant, Iridologist and a Digestive 
isultant. Better health is just around the corner... 

I Ro.sei»ary‘-s 95 Lincoln Street 

Natural in st - Char|es Piaza 

I • c Phone (905) 714-0586 

hOI CxO www.rosemarysnaturalchoices.com 



You may rely upon the skills and 
experience of our Family Law Team 

Divorce, Separation, Child Custody, Mediation, Pre-Nuptials 

Niagara’s Lawyers Since 1882 

Lancaster Brooks & Welch 

Lawyers since 1882 

80 King St Suite. 800, St Catharines, ON 
905-641-1551 www.lbwlawyers.com 
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LOCAL JEWS 



Served from Thursday, Feb 12 th to Sunday, Feb. 15 th 

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED FOR SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14 th 


• Bottle of wine from our special 
selection 

• Warm ciabatta loaf 

• Choice of any 2 appetizers 

• Choice of any 2 entrees from our 
regular menu 

• Specially prepared Valentine's 
dessert for 2 


^ Our regular menu is also 
available. 


! MUSIC: Police band seeking young recruits 



Fonthill Shopping Plaza, HWY #20, Fonthill T 905 892 4' 

grill.c; |f ¥ 
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; & CATARACT CENTRE 


1-888-510-2020 

905-371-3217 

www.lasikprovision.coi 


€> Pelham 


NIAGARA 



<S) pelham.ca | El 20 Pelham Town Square, PO Box 400, Fonthill, ON | » 905-892-2607 | a 905-892-5055 

Recreation Programs & Classes 

Zumba Classes @ Pelham Arena 
Tuesday, February 17 9:30-10:30am 

Tuesday, February 17 no evening class today 

Walking Club - Everyone is welcome! - February 17 & 19 

Interested in joining a Walking Club? Then join ours! Tuesdays at Pelham Arena from 9-10am and Thursdays at Fonthill Bandshell from 9-10:30am. For m 
information, please contact (905) 892-2607 ext. 329. 


Arena Programs 

Public Skating 


tUBS - 

r^Hockey 
Skills Hour 


Monday Feb 16 


Tuesday Feb 19 Tuesday Feb 17 


Tuesday Feb 17 

Niagara Falls 


2015 TOWN OF PELHAM MARCH BREAK CAMP 



^Pelham Camp 


AT PELHAM ARENA - 1120 HAIST STREET, FONTHILL 


For more information, please contact the Recreation and Wellness Programmer atjcook 
I O special thank you to Marendo Family Dentistry for their 


tjcook@>pelham.ca or 905 89Q-Q607 e 


lor their kupporf. T 


Improv 

Classes 

Let two talented 
instructors teach you 
the basics of improve! 

The Town of Pelham is 
partnering with E.L. 
Crossley to offer youth 
Improv Classes at Old 
Pelham Town Hall, 

491 Canboro Road 
Ridgeville. 

Registration includes a 
FREE ticket to E.L. 
Crossley Musical. 

Youth Classes (13-18) 
Thursdays, February 
19 lh -April 16 1 * 
6:00pm-8:00pm | $90 

Visit pelham.ca for 
more information & 
to register online. 


The Town of Pelham is launching VadimOPEW, a new web-based application that makes it easier for residents, 
vendors & staff to view their accounts and transactions in a secure online environment anytime, anywhere. 

Visit pelham.ca to get started today! 


Pelhom • Vibrant • Creative • Caring 
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Stamford »> 

Fireplaces winter,Saleh 


Thursday February 5 th Until Saturday February 14™ 
Time To Cozy Up To The Fire! 


ENVIR0 E30 
GAS INSERT 

KOXY HEAT LAKEFIELD 
GAS STOVE 

Installed 

MAJESTIC 300 DVB 
DIRECT VENT 

Installed 

^*2999 

wi2399 

»* s 1999 

reg. $3299 Save $300.00 

reg. $2699 Save $300.00 

reg. $2399 Save $400.00 

VALOR 739 JLN 
GAS INSERT 

MAJESTIC OXFORD 
GAS STOVE 

K0ZY HEAT TRF 
DIRECT VENT 

w, $ 2899 

reg. $3299 Save $400.00 

*^ $ 2399 

reg. $2699 Save $300.00 

J*2m 

reg. $2799 Save $300.00 

TRAVIS 4415 
LINEAR DIRECT VENT 

Installed 

**fc $ 5199 

PACIFIC ENERGY 
SUPER 27 

WOOD STOVE 

»* s 1599 

KOZY HEAT BAYPORT 
DIRECT VENT 

«J4099 

reg. $5599 Save $400.00 

reg. $1999 Save $400.09 

reg. $4499 Save $400.00 

MAJESTIC PATRIOT 
DIRECT VENT 

1999 

reg. $2399 Save $400.00 

VALOR H5 
DIRECT VENT 

«z,*3999 

reg. $4399 Save $400.00 

BOOK YOUR END OF 
SEASON CHIMNEY 
SWEEP NOW! 
APRIL & MAY 

BOOKINGS 

$100 tax . 


ay & Friday 8:00am-8:00pm • Saturday 8:00am-5:30pm 


www.pelhamnews.ca 



Welland 

Saturday March 7,2015 
2 p.m., 4:30 p.m., 7 p.m. 
Bowl-O-Rama 
968 Niagara St. 


Fort Erie 
'Sunday March 8,2015 
'Saturday March 14,2015 
2 p.m., 4:30 p.m., 7 p.m. 
Carroll's Bowling Lanes 
7 KlauckSt. 


C'X’A IVtUaDTI 6997 0AKW00D DR., 

STAM r ORD «> NIAGARA falls, on. 

Fireplaces 905-356-2922 w 


Measles confirmed in Niagara 



The measles has returned to Niagara 
— and the worst could be yet to come. 

The Niagara public health department 
is asking residents who may have come 
into contact with the infected woman to 
contact their family doctor. 

At the same time, it is bracing for 
more measles cases because of declin¬ 
ing vaccination rates in local elemen¬ 
tary schools. 

On Feb. 2, Niagara's public health 
department received lab confirmation of 
the first measles casein the region since 
1996 — in this case, a woman in her 20s 
in Niagara Falls. She was not vaccinated 
against the virus. 

The return of the highly infectious 
disease worries public health officials 


ses,” said Dr. Val Jae_ 
idical officer of health. 

"It makes me sad, because the vaccine 
against measles is very effective and safe 
for almost everyone." 

found in what health officials call "herd 
immunity" — when enough people are 

the few who cannot take the vaccine due 
to allergies or other health issues. 

Jaeger said measles is "one of the most 
contagious viruses out there, because is 


VACCINATION FACTS 

During 2013, an estimated 145,000 
measles cases were reported 
worldwide. 

An increase in vaccinations between 
the years 2000 and 2013 led to a 
drop-off of nearly 75% in reported ases 
compred to previous years. 

Based on those numbers, it's 
estimated vaccinations saved 15.6 
million lives in that time. 

Source: World Health Organization 

or brain swelling. 

One or two people out of a thousand 
who contract measles will die. 

Jaeger blamed the decline in vacci¬ 
nation rates for the revival of measles in 
North America, a decline largely driven 
by debunked, but still popular ideas that 
vaccines are somehow linked to autism. 

“Both as a family physician and in 
my role in public health, I keep trying 
to find the right words to make people 
understand that the measles vaccine is 
very effective and it is safe,” she said. 

Jaeger could not say much about the 
Niagara Falls woman who contracted 
measles, other than to say she was not 
vaccinated. 

Jaeger said the woman was admitted 
to Greater Niagara General Hospital for 


after it has been released into the air by 
a cough or sneeze, she said. 

Because it is so easily spread, Jaeger 
said, herd immunity requires about 95% 
of a given population to be vaccinated 
against measles. 

According to public health data, 95% 
of Niagara secondary school students 
are vaccinated. However, only 85% of 
elementary school students are. 

Vaccination rates will vary from 
school to school, Jaeger said, but the 
loss of herd immunity means the mea¬ 
sles virus will have a much easier time 
spreading if it arrives in a local elemen¬ 
tary school. 

She said children are at a much higher 
risk of developing complications from 
the measles than adults. She said about 
30% of children who contract measles 
can develop pneumonia, ear infections 


The health department says anyone 
who was in the hospital from 3 p.m. on 
Feb. 1 to noon on Fed. 2 in Unit C, might 
have been exposed to the virus. 

Anyone at the hospital during that 
time in that unit is being asked to con¬ 
tact the public health department at 
905-688-8248, ext. 7330 or after hours at 
905-984-3690. 

The health department is also urging 
all Niagara residents to ensure their vac¬ 
cinations are up to date. Anyone born 
before 1970 and who can confirm they 
had a dose of the MMR vaccine doesn’t 
need further vaccination. 

Health officials say that’s because 

1970, and people were most likely 




er 1970 ni 



Trade in your winter boots for COWBOY BOOTS & BOWLING SHOES in March! 


Register Online at 

Miagara.kintera.org/BFKS 

or contact 

905-735-0570 ext. 221 

admin.southniagara@ 

bigbrothersbigsisters.ca 


for helpful tips on 
collecting pledges & 
lassoing support! 
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LOCAL VEWS 

■ EDUCATION: Original pre-qualification list angered Niagara construction group 

College opens bidding to include locals 


QMI Agency Niagara 

Niagara College has 
reversed its decision and will 
allow local contractors to 
bid on five upcoming major 
projects. 

The decision comes after 
the Niagara Construction 
Association went to the media 
to complain about the fact no 
local companies made the list 
of 15 pre-qualified contrac¬ 
tors for the five projects worth 
around $30 million. 

At the time, Niagara College 
president Dan Patterson said 
the school was simply follow¬ 
ing the rules under the prov¬ 
ince's procurement policy, 
which doesn't allow favourit¬ 
ism based on location. 

Of the 43 companies that 
bid to gain pre-qualified sta¬ 
tus, four were local, but the 15 
selected were all from outside 


He said after meeting 
with the Niagara Construc¬ 
tion Association and with the 
school's purchasing depart¬ 
ment, it was decided that 
expanding the number of pre¬ 
qualified contractors wouldn't 
violate any rules. 

"It still adheres to our pro¬ 



fair, open and transparent,” 
said Patterson. 

Incoming Niagara Con- 





I RBC Financial Planning 



Ian McCall, PFP 

Financial Planner 

289-213-3779 

ian.mccall@rbc.com 


Define Retirement YourWay. 
Start the Conversation Today. 


Advice you can bank on" 


Financial planning services and investment advice are provided by Royal 
Mutual Funds Inc. (RMFI). RMFI, RBC Global Asset Management Inc., Royal 
Bank of Canada, Royal Trust Corporation of Canada and The Royal Trust 
Company are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. RMFI !c 
licensed as a financial services firm in theprovince of Quebec. 

® / ™ Trademark^ of Royal Bank of Canada, fee and Royal Bank an 
trademarks of Royal Bankof Canada. ©2011 Royal Bankof Canada 1 '" J - 
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— C&Mf’dwmf/hty — 

in-home 

DESIGN 

We help bring your design 
saying, thank you for choosing 


5 Knorr Marketing CRIT-1022 2/15 


It’s a fundraiser, of chorus 



Cornell Feenstra Electric Lt( 

All Types of Electrical Installation 


Call: 905-899-2373 
Fax: 905-899-2383 




1 When the ^ 
electricity fails... 


you be 


AFFECTED? 


To learn more 


and support 
cystic fibrosis 
research, visit 

Cystic Fibrosis 

Jf T /™ Canada 

cysticfibrosis.ca 

i MUw nnr HD «.i Um - 
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EH BUSINESS 


Awards honour the tops in Niagara business 


DON FRASER 

QMI Agency Niagara 

Several Niagara business titans were 
recently handed prestigious awards. 

The Niagara Entrepreneur of the Year 
Awards presents the prizes each year before 
its gala February dinnerac 

Dennis Parass gets a lifetime achieve¬ 
ment award for a notable career in custom 
engineering. Parass is the former president 
of Handling Specialty, in Grimsby. 

In 1983, Parass took a job with Handling 
as vice-president of marketing. He accepted 
the position as president in 1989 and built a 
company known internationally for its niche 
lifting and handling devices. 

He is a board member at Niagara Enter¬ 
prise Agency and the board of Young Life of 

Steven Cohen, owner of Niagara Falls- 
based Salit Steel, is recipient of the commu¬ 
nity contribution award. He and his family 
have been longtime noted philanthropists. 

Cohen is also founder and team captain 
of Steve's Cycle Paths, which in seven years 
has raised more than $4.5 million for cancer 

The special achievement award was 
handed to Phil Ritchie, whose Keefer Devel¬ 
opments Ltd. has been a leader in the the 
private-sector revitalization of downtown 
Thorold and Niagara Falls. 

He has also served with the St Catharines- 
Thorold Chamber of Commerce, Ontario’s 
Finest Inns, the Niagara Falls Downtown 


Board of Management and the Smarter Nia¬ 
gara steering committee. 

Added to the award’s historical hall of 
feme are Ted and Eb Spencer Fox, of E.S. Fox 
Ltd., which was established in Welland. 

E.S. Fox is a privately owned, integrated 
Canadian multi-trade constructor and steel 
fabricator. Its headquarters are nowin Nia¬ 
gara Falls, with the main fabrication facility 
nearby in Port Robinson. 

The 2014 Niagara Entrepreneur of the 
Year Awards Gala Dinner takes place Feb. 20 
at the Marriott Gateway on the Falls hotel in 


This year, a record 70 entrepreneurs were 
nominated from 42 businesses, said awards 
executive director Lisa Cairns. 

“We have been getting more outreach 
from other areas of Niagara,” she said. “It’s 
a very diverse group again this year... I can 
only think of afew that the judges may have 
pulled out of the nominee pool when they 
were looking at them. 

"They are all good and strong nomina¬ 
tions coming in this year? 

Tickets are available at niagaraentrepre- 
neur.com and cost $120 plus tax. They are 
also available by phoning 905-688-5757. 

Award categories include innovative 




technological innovation, international 







Dr. Kimberly Dobson 


IN THE VILLAGE 


SMILES WITH CARL 


905-882-00 xm 

20 HWY 20, UNIT 13, 

FONTHILL (In the Fonthill Plaza) 

Visit us on line at www.dentistryinthevillage.ca 



We Now Offer ZOOM In 
Office Whitening System 


www.pelhamnews.ca 



f OFF 

& DRESSERS 


SELENA NIGHTSTAND 


SELECT DRAPERY 


February 12 -18, 2015 

JYSK 

BED • BATH • HOME 


H JYSK.ca 


INVENTORY CLEAROUT 

Rainchecks. While quantites last. 

•SAVE UP TO 60 %. 


CANVAS WALL ART 


35 


% s 






OFF d 
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□ FUNDRAISER: Walk aims to raise $25,000 for Open Arms Mission 

Coldest Night sure 
to warm hearts 


MARYANNE FIRTH 

QMI Agency Niagara 

Bundle up — it’s going to be a cold 

At least that's what the organizers of 
Welland's Coldest Night of the Year are 
hoping for. 

The fundraising walk, this year held 
in support of Open Arms Mission, takes 
place Saturday, Feb. 21, and aims to offer 
participants a glimpse of what it's like to 
experience surviving on the streets dur¬ 
ing a cold Canadian winter. 

“It's an amazing opportunity to raise 
awareness of the hungry, the hurting 
and the homeless here in Welland,” mis¬ 
sion manager Jeff Aitken said of the walk, 
which includes two-, five- and 10-kilome- 

Participants will both start and end 
their evening at Rosedale Baptist Church, 
11 Rosedale Place, with registration get¬ 
ting underway at 4 p.m. followed by the 
walk at 5:15 p.m. 

Once their chosen route has been corn- 



year hosting the walk, the organization 
has set an ambitious fundraising goal of 
$25,000. 

Aitken is hopefiil the community will 
support the event as it has in the past 

Along with the general public, clients 
of the mission have been encouraged to 
participate. 

“It's an opportunity not only to raise 
funds but also for people to rub shoulders 
with the people they’re helping,” Aitken 

“It says 'There’s no us and them.' We’ll 
all get cold together. We'U all get hungry 
together." 

Blue Sea Philanthropy, the organiza- 

has agreed to waive the registration fee 
for mission clients, though they are still 
encouraged to collect pledges. 

Aitken said it's inspiring for clients to 
come to such an event and see a crowd of 
people willing to lend a helping hand to 
those who are down on their luck. 

All participants will receive a Coldest 
Night of the Year tuque or scarf to wear 
during the event. 


Registration is $25. Adults who raise 
$150 in pledges and youths aged 13 to 17 
who raise $75 do not have to pay the reg- 



Twitter: @mfirthTribune 




SBS FURNITURE 

"PM ef<ut>t cvit&out etufetyitty cpuvt covUtet! 


Sectional Set 

Floating Ottoman 
Hundreds of Colours 
& Fabric Available 

$ 1299 
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NOBODY SELLS CARPET FOR LESS 
UNLESS IT’S A LOT LESS CARPET 


Rolls of 
Tarkett Vinyl 

Priced to clear at 



sqft 


Rolls of Canadian 
made Carpet 
Priced to clear at 


sqft 


REMNANTS 


SIZES FROM9X12@ $99’° NO MX 
SIZES FROM 10 X12 @$129°° NO MX 
SIZES FROM 12 X12 @ $14T NO MX 
SIZES FROM 15 X12 @$179°° NO MX 
SIZES FROM 17 X12 @$199°° NO MX 
SIZES FROM 20X12@ $279°° NO MX 


Engineered 

Hardwood 

Priced to clear at 


LV.P. Luxury Vinyl “die” 
Plank Flooring 


>099 

^9 sqft 


5 

COLOURS 

INSTOCK 


79 

sqft 


Beautiflil German made 
8mm Laminate 
Priced to clear at 


sqft 


L.V.R Luxury Vinyl 
Groutable Tile 
12x24 & 16x16 


* 2 " 

sqft 


Beautiflil 16x16 Cream 
Colour Ceramic Tile 
Priced to clear at 


sqft 


Seniors FREE 
Furniture Removal with 
Installed Contract 


up to 


25%off 


WE MEASURE IT 
WE INSTALL IT 
WE GUARANTEE IT 


iaici i Akin 6 Clark Street, 

^-WELLAND Welland 

905.735.3223 

• .1.800.827.4230 
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COMMISSOS 

FRESH FOODS 

FAMILY DAY SPECIAL 


Fresh Sweet 

Strawberries 
or Blackberries 

Product of USA/Mexico 


Fresh Store Made 
Assorted Toppings Available 

12” Ready To Bake Pizzas 


454g/170g 


1759 Original & 
IRjginaL Balkan Yogourt 


Original 


ORIGINAL 




Rudolph’s 


Multigrain or 
Bayerische 


13.21/kg 


Bauli Panettone Blow-Out! 


1 12x175gl 



Want to see even more savings? 
Visit CommissosFreshFoods.com 
and click on the flyer icon to 
' see all of our weekly specials! 


Sale prices in effect Friday Feb. 13 through Thursday Feb. 19,2015 


FRI I 

13 | 


SAT I SUN I MON I TUE I WED I THU 

14 | 15 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 19 


6161 Thorold Stone Rd., Niagara Falls, ON 
Mon-Fri 7am-8pm • Sat 7am-7pm • Sun 8am-6p 
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I NIAGARA REGION: Conservation authority underfire 

Landowners air grievances against NPCA 


ROB HOULE 

QMI Agency Niagara 

Some Niagara landowners feel Niagara 
Peninsula Conservation Authority is over¬ 
stepping its boundaries. 

Niagara Landowners Association presi¬ 
dent Dave Honey was in Niagara Region 
council chambers most recently Feb. 5, rail¬ 
ing against the conservation authority. 

At last week's budget review committee 
of the whole, in a presentation to councillors 
Honey asked that they request NPCA reveal 
how much money it is spending “dragging 
citizens through court on a regular basis." 

While NPCA receives the bulk of its fund¬ 
ing from region taxpayers, it and the other 
conservation authorities are arm’s-length 
agencies created by the province. 

Board members assigned from munici¬ 
palities within the authority’s watersheds 
provide oversight of the agencies. Ihe NPCA 
board is formed of members from Niagara’s 
12 municipalities, two members represent¬ 
ing the City of Hamilton and one member 
from Haldimand County. 

"People are going into debt, losing their 
retirement savings plans and losing their 
properties due to the financial strain of court 
cases initiated bythe NPCA,” Honey said last 

"Taxpayer dollars should not be spent to 
prosecute taxpayers.” 

Honey accused NPCA of being "preda¬ 
tory toward the general public and small 
landownets." 

. In closing, he issued a warning to coun- 

"If you let this organization get any more 
powerful or any less accountable to you, no 


have any control over how they use their 
own lands.” 

Reached by phone, Honey, who oper¬ 
ates Honey Valley Farms in Lincoln where 
he grows grapes and raises beef cattle on 
32 hectares, said he and others take issue 
with NPCA inspectors stepping onto private 
property. 

“They are overstepping their boundaries 
on the legislation,’’ Honey said. 

“They are not allowed on private prop- 

Honey claims property rights are pro¬ 
tected by long-standing Crown patents that 
gave land to soldiers in the 1700s and 1800s. 

“They (NPCA) doesn’t understand that 
this is a contract, still today, because right 
in the Crown land patent it says that this 
land is to be handed down to your heirs and 

"And they are able to do with it as they 
please, as long as it doesn’t affect their 
neighbour. They are in full control of the 
trees, of the soil and of the water that goes 
through their property, but they can’t do 
anything with that if it's going to affect their 
neighbour’ 

Honey said his association cannot afford 
to argue its case to the Supreme Court. 

NPCA board chair Brace Timms said the 
agency, under new corporate leadership 
guided by a new strategic plan, is taking a 
more conciliatory approach in dealing with 
private landowners. 

Timms said the NPCA has been given 
added responsibilities over the years, 
including enforcement of Niagara Region's 
tree bylaw "and the Ministry (of Natural 
Resources) has given us responsibilities 
where we do have the right to go on people's 



Keratin Hair Smoothing Treatment 


Do you have frizzy, hard to control hair? 



ASK ONE OF OUR STYLISTS TODAY HOW IT CAN BENEFIT YOUR HAIR! 

View all other promotions at www.palazzosalon.com 


"It's clearly defined where we 
do not have the right to go on peo¬ 
ple's property uninvited or without 
permission... and we have made it 
clear to our staff that we don't exer¬ 
cise any rights we don't have and 
we get permission whenever possi¬ 
ble. Only as a last resort do we go on 
people's property." 

Timms said the issues expressed 
by the Niagara Landowners Associ¬ 
ation are "historical" in nature and 
that the new strategic plan "bal¬ 
ances the values of the stakeholder 
with the needs of environmental 
enforcement" 

"We are looking at solutions, 
rather than putting up obstacles. 

"As a board, we took the position 
that we respect the landholders' 
rights and we don't want to unnec¬ 
essarily intrude on their rights, but 
we do have obligations under vari¬ 


ous Acts to do that" 

Timms said the agency cannot 
ignore the law. 

"We operate under provincial 
rules... and whenever the province 
responds to (landowner) concerns 
about property rights, and when the 
province changes the rules, we'll fol¬ 
low those changes." 

Timms said NPCA is looking at 
resolving environmental issues with 
landowners with an eye toward stay¬ 
ing out of the courts. 

'We are working to reduce dras¬ 
tically the number of situations that 
actually get to a court," Timms said. 

"We have a greater respect and 
understanding of the landowner as 
a stakeholder in our mission to con¬ 
serve and protect the environment" 
Conservation authority CAO Car¬ 
men D'Angelo was not available to 
comment for this story. 


Honey was back to address 
regional council Thursday along 
with landowners association mem¬ 
ber Gregg Wilson. Approximately 
two dozen other landowners 
attended the meeting. 

In their presentation to council, 
Wilson and Honey reiterated the 
association’s concerns that private 
property rights were being infringed 
upon. Each time they attempted to 
cite examples, they were shot down 
by Chair Alan Caslin, who sought 
legal advice from Jennifer Feren, the 
region's director of legal and court 

"I would recommend to coun¬ 
cil that we ask the delegation not to 
refer to matters that are currently 
before the courts," Feren said. 

Council received the presenta¬ 
tion from Wilson and Honey with- 
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□ POWER OF BEING A GIRL CONFERENCE 

Guiding young women 
into adulthood 


ALISON LANGLEY 

QMI Agency Niagara 

Grade 10 girls from across Niagara will 
get a lesson in self-esteem and empow¬ 
erment courtesy of journalist and former 
model Ivy Prosper. 

Prosper will be a guest speaker at the 
ninth annual Power of Being a Girl Con¬ 
ference today (Thursday) at the Merritton 
Lions Club in St. Catharines. 

“Events like these are extremely impor¬ 
tant in the development of young minds 
because now is the time when they begin 
making decisions that affect who they 
become in the future,” Prosper said. 

“They need to know how to think crit¬ 
ically and never take anything at face 
value. Building the confidence in who 
they are while they’re still young will play 
a huge role in the adults they will be in 

Two hundred students have been 
invited to attend the event hosted by 
YWCA Niagara Region. 

Prosper will discuss self-esteem and 
body image as it relates to the media and 
share personal stories of working in the 
modelling and television industries. 

“I hope that the participants take away 
the fact that beauty comes from within 
and that there is no such thing as perfec¬ 
tion,” she said. 

“The media creates images that often 
whether you're young or old. I hope the 


POWER OF 
BEING A GIRL 

Feb. 12,9 a.m. -3 p.m. 

Merritton Lions Club, St. Catharines 
For more information, call 905-988- 
3528, ext. 3244 or e-mail lifeskills@ 
ywcaniagararegion.ca. 


girls will walk away from the presen¬ 
tation with a mind that asks questions 
about what they see and accepts who 
they are as uniquely beautiful. Everyone 
has beauty because beauty is diverse." 

The conference includes educational 
programming designed to inspire and 
empower girls to be comfortable in their 
bodies. 

"The conference is the only event in 
this region that brings together 200 Grade 
10 girls to speak about issues they face," 
said Krystal Snider, life skills co-ordina- 
tor at the YWCA Niagara Region. 

"The goal of this day is to empower 
young women to have a voice and to 
question the world around them. With 
this year's focus on body image we hope 
to instil an understanding that all bodies 
are different and that they all are beau- 

The day's agenda includes guest speak¬ 
ers, a photography project and discus¬ 
sions surrounding a healthy body image. 
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■ DRUM CORPS: Wellander plays bass drum in Militaires Alumni 


1 don’t let my blindness stop me’ 




Don't miss one of the largest food and wine celebrations of the year. On Feb. 27, more than 50 winemakers will pour their 
favourite wine, and renowned chefs will serve their signature dishes. 

Tickets for the Grand Tasting include a free Cuvee en Route passport so you can enjoy exclusive tasting flights across Niagara all 
weekend from Feb. 27 to March 1. 
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The Power to Surprise 


Since 1999, Niagara's first, most trusted & largest Kia dealership. Q®.® @NiaflaraKia 
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Phone: 1-866-541-6757 • Fax: 1-866-485-8461 


il: pelhamnews.classifieds@sunmedia.ca 


Contract - Cashier/Receptionist 


i* Pelham 


The Town of Pelham is now accepting resumes from applicants with 
a 1-year College certificate in Business or related field, excellent 
organizational and communication skills and minimum 6 months 
experience in a similar role who are proficient in Microsoft Office 
applications and able to multi-task. Knowledge of Vadim or iCity 
Municipal software is an asset. This 1-year maternity leave contract 
opportunity is offered at $21.40 per hour (35 hours per week). 

Visit pelham.ca/career-opportunities for more information and to 
apply by Friday, February 13,2015. 


Contract - Deputy Clerk & Secretary Treasurer 


€* Pelham 


The Town of Pelham is now accepting resumes from applicants with 
municipal experience preferably in the Clerk’s department who have 
knowledge of the Municipal Act, Municipal Conflict of Interest Act, 
Statutory Powers Procedures Act, Parliamentary Procedures, 
Municipal Elections Act and the Planning Act, with previous 
experience as Assistant Secretary-Treasurer to the Committee of 
Adjustment and excellent communication, computer, organizational 
skills. AMCT and ACST Designations would be an asset. This 1-year 
maternity leave contract opportunity is offered at $31.27 per 
hours per week). 

•e information 


YOUR BREAST HEALTH 


BE AWARE BE PROACTIVE 

Know your body. Follow breast-screening guidelines. 

Learn the risk factors. Practise a healthy lifestyle. 

G ET TH E FACTS 

Call the Canadian Cancer Society to get the information you need about our Seven 
Steps to Health, screening, early detection and protecting your breast health 



ON SPECIALISTS WITH YOUR QUESTIONS OR TO CONNECT 
. 1 888 939-3333 • WWW.CANCER.CA 
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